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FORMIC 
VENEERS 


HIS handsome desk and book case in the office of 

Allen Brown, advertising director of the Bakelite 

Corporation, were made with a liberal use of Formica 

veneers in color. Formica offers a surface with excep- 

tional advantages for furniture that is to see hard wear. 

It is colorful, cigarette-proof and extremely durable. 
Let us send you all the facts. 





The FORMICA INSULATION CO. 
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PATTERN ILLUSTRATED—“Quivers, Darts and Flowers” _ 


Wall Papers That Decorate 


Through the use of one of our new Decorative Wall Papers a very pleasing and 
dignified effect is attained in the above interior setting. 
There is a wide variety for choice in our new line of De Luxe style and Decorators 


Wall Papers. Made in YORK, PENNA. 
We Welcome Your Inquiries. 


YORK WALL PAPER COMPANY 
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SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 18 
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JAMES BLAINE HAWLEY 


We deeply regret to announce the death of our editor, James 
Blaine Hawley, who passed away on February 5th after an extended 
illness. Mr. Hawley had been associated with us for nineteen years 
in an editorial capacity and of recent years was editor of INTERIOR 
DECORATOR. His. loss will be greatly felt by the firm, his co- 


workers, and his many friends, 



































FACT AND FEBRUARY, 1937 
COMMENT 


WV" BELIEVE that the attitude 


Business or of mind of the average 


Profession practitioner in the decorative 


field is that of the artist or 
professional. This gives point to our publication else- 
where in this number of Mr. Rothschild’s article 
which makes a plea that interior decoration be consid- 
ered no longer as a business but as a profession. 

In our eighteen odd years of experience in this field 
we have known and come in contact with a great many 
decorators. Many of these were very good, men and 
women of high integrity and artists to their fingertips: 
others were not so good, but what they lacked in talent 
they tried to make up for in studious enthusiasm and 
a willingness to take pains. A few—and we are glad 
to say, only a few—were downright crooks. Excluding 
this third class, we have to testify from our experience 
that the number of decorators who looked upon their 
clients only as suckers from whom it was their task 
to gouge the largest possible profit were greatly in the 
minority. The great majority considered a decorative 
contract primarily as an opportunity to exert their skill 
and bring satisfaction to the man or woman who had 
signed on the dotted line. This, unless we are greatly 
‘ mistaken, is the true professional attitude. 


(Continued on page 60) 
Table of Contents will be found on Page Three 


















INTERIOR DECORATION § IN 
FASHIONABLE MAYFAIR 


BY BASEDEN BUTT 


THE LIGHTING IN THE DRAW- 
ING ROOM IS TREATED ARCH- 


ITECTURALLY, ‘AND THE 
COLOUR SCHEME SUGGESTS 
SUNSHINE. 





HOW London |S FURNISHING 


N THE past few years London has, to a 

large extent, been rebuilt, and _ this 
work of reconstruction is still being con- 
tinued. Modern Mayfair is characterised 
by immense blocks of luxury flats, or 
apartments, where less than ten years 
back there stood a single princely man- 
sion. Even classical neighborhoods like 
Grosvenor Street, Berkeley Square, St. 
James’s Square off * Piccadilly, and of 
course Park Lane itself, are affected by 
this rising tide of change, and stately 
houses dating from the eighteenth cen- 
tury or the nineteenth now frequently 
have the work of ultra-modern architects 
for their neighbors. 

















One of the most dramatic illustra- 
tions of this trend is provided by 
Lansdowne House, a stone’s throw 
north of Piccadilly and the Green 
Park, which has recently been de- 
molished and rebuilt. Designed and 
built in the mid-eighteenth century 
by the famous architect Robert 
Adam; Lansdowne House was fa- 
mous for nearly two hundred years 
as a masterpiece of neo-Classicism in 
architecture and decoration. The 
beautiful murals by Angelica Kauff- 
man in the drawing room were par- 
ticularly renowned, and Lansdowne 
House also included an unique col- 
lection of ancient Greek and Roman 
statuary which had been acquired 
by the first Marquis. 

In the last two years these marvels 
have been dispersed. The old 
Lansdowne House, with its spacious 
and lovely approach, its exquisite 
facade, and the grace of neo- 
Classic rooms, is no more. In 
its place is a new Lansdowne 
House—one which is definitely 
of the twentieth century, cen- 
trally heated, air-conditioned, a 
home for scores instead of just 
one family, and exemplifying 
in its numerous apartments, the 
very latest trends in furnishing 
and decoration. 

One such suite of rooms is 
illustrated with this article. It 
comprises an entrance hall, 
drawing room, dining room 
and a sleeping room, the decora- 
tion and furnishing throughout 
by Mr. T. Leighton Pearce. 
Most of the recent fashions in 
decoration are summarised with 
extraordinary effectiveness by 
these various rooms. They show, 
for example, the present ten- 
dency to forsake the extreme 


WALLS PAINTED TO RESEMBLE STRIPPED 

PINE, ANTIQUE FURNITURE AND A GRILLE 

DOOR IN WROUGHT IRON AND STEEL 

CHAINS CHARACTERISE THE ENTRANCE 
HALL. 
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austerity of Modernism and, within 
reasonable limits, to indulge in dec- 
oration for decoration’s sake. They 
show the return of curvilinear treat- 
ment to interiors and furniture; the 
judicious introduction of antiques in- 
to the modern ensemble; the vogues 
for stripped pine and mural paint- 
ings; the return of framed pictures, 
which were under sentence of ban- 
ishment for nearly ten years; the 
use of decorated wrought iron, and 
the architectural treatment of built- 
in electric lighting. All these are 
trends of the moment, and they are 
all represented in this modern-style 


apartment in the new Lansdowne 
House. 
The entrance hall, illustrated 


below, for example, has walls in 
the recently revived fashion for 
stripped pine, but it should particu- 
larly be noted that these walls are 
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not actual pine. The effect of the 
familiar pine figuring has been imi- 
tated with astonishing realism and 
delicacy in paint; the work was done, 
not by an ordinary grainer, but by 
an artist-craftsman of exceptional 
skill. Another example of this imita- 
tion stripped pine paneling is to be 
seen in the photograph of the dining 
room, illustration below, where 
the figuring of the wood is counter- 
feited most effectively on the fireplace 
surround, and on the cupboard doors 
and alcoves either side of the win- 
dows. 

The entrance hall also shows an 
unusual and picturesque use of 
wrought iron and steel. Grille doors 
of silvered wrought iron are hung 
closely with steel chains which form 
a screen giving privacy to a small 
entrance vestibule. The hall furni- 
ture is in stripped pine with con- 
trasting pieces in dark oak and wal- 
nut, and there are a pair of carved 
and gilt renaissance candlesticks on 


the beautiful 
pine chest. 

The dining room is equipped with 
genuine Adam chairs and dining 
table in dark mahogany, and this, 
of course, is an appropriate reference 
to the vanished glories of the orig- 
inal Lansdowne House. The archi- 
tectural treatment of this room is par- 
ticularly interesting. Beneath the 
coved ceiling a narrow fluted frieze is 
carried round the walls, and this mo- 
tif is repeated along the edge of the 
interior window-sill and at the base 
of the rectangular alcoves. The lat- 
ter are used as a setting for alabaster 
vases with concealed electric lamps 
inside. There are built-in buffet cup- 
boards immediately beneath these al- 
coves, and between them, below the 
casement windows, the hot-water ra- 
diator is concealed by a woodwork 
lattice painted so that it tones exactly 
with the walls. 

Another classical touch is seen in 
the renaissance-style electric wall 


seventeenth-century 


THE DINING ROOM 
1S AN EXAMPLE 
OF MODERN DEC- 
ORATION AND 
CLASSICAL FURNI- 
TURE IN HARMONY 
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brackets. The pictures along the same length 
of wall are rare Old Masters although their 
treatment is extremely modern. They have 
been given wide frames painted to resemble 
stripped pine and with step mouldings sim- 
ilar to the fireplace surround, thus proclaim- 
ing them as an essential part of the archi- 
tectural design. 

The drawing room, illustrated on pages 
14 and 16, is interesting for the way in which 
the electric lighting —(like the pictures in 
the dining room)—has been assimilated to 
the interior architecture. At the summit of 
the fluted pilasters, ranged at intervals 
round the room, panels of Lalique glass show- 
ing a figure of Cupid takes the place of con- 
ventional capitals. There is concealed strip 

0 ee ee lighting along the top of the mantelpiece 
TRANSFORMED INTO A PRACTICAL which has the effect of showing up the beau- 
tiful picture by Alfred Hayward which was 
specially painted for this central position 
over the fireplace. Electric lamps are also 
concealed behind flush panels in the tops of 
the built-in cabinets seen between twin 


pilasters to left and right of the fireplace 
(Continued on page 52) 


IN THIS BEDROOM 

THE DIVAN-BED 

OCCUPIES A CUR- 

TAINED ALCOVE 

DECORATED WITH 

A MURAL PAINT. 
ING. 





TODAYS 


WINDOW TREATMENTS 


By EUGENE CLUTE 


SMART severity, combined with 
suave grace of line, tender color- 
ing and not too marked accents char- 
acterized the more advanced of to- 
day’s window treatments, differen- 
tiating them sharply from the win- 
dow treatments of not so long ago. 
Their lines may be likened to the 
resilient slenderness of a debutante 
of the present season, as compared 
with the ample curves of a typical 
matron of the “gay nineties.” Their 
sophistication has brittleness engag- 
ingly combined with tenderness; 
their sensitiveness has an element 
of classic purity. 




















There is a modern note in the 
treatments of historic period charac- 
ter, while those essentially of the 
Modern style gain much through a 
new acceptance of age-old principles 
of design and they not infrequently 
show the influence of traditional 
forms. All of this has come about in 
response to the mood of our times. 

The key to the present manner 
lies in the use of extensive areas that 
are comparatively plain, as a foil for 
localized enrichment; in the general 
preference for soft atmospheric col- 
ors that are often little more than 


tints of white; in the use of patterns 
in monochrome or in the clear, soft 
hues of water color paintings; also 


in the simplification of patterns 
through the wide spacing of motifs, 
the use of fragmentary motifs, or of 
simplified coloring. 

Window treatments of this new 
type have been made possible by the 
production of drapery fabrics, trim- 
mings and hardware in response to 
the demands of interior decorators 
for all of these things in designs, 
colorings and finishes in keeping with 
the current taste, as their close ob- 
servation of the trends reveals it. It 
is this sort of thing that makes in- 
terior decoration an accurate and 
ever-changing expression of human 
life in terms of design. 

The familiar elements of window 
treatment are used in fresh ways: 


A SIMPLE WINDOW TREATMENT MADE EFFECTIVE 
BY A CURTAIN OF HEAVY OFF-WHITE SATIN WITH 
A DARK BROWN STRIPE DESIGNED BY DAN COOPER. 
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swags or festoons, jabots, valances, 
curtains and cornices are transformed 
by the modern touch. Simplicity, 
and a sense of openness and of re- 
pose have replaced the old-time over- 
elaboration and stuffiness of effect. 
Good taste usually restrains the de- 
signers from doing tricky things in 
their search for newness, while the 
traditions have a steadying influence. 

Some of the ways in which this new 
manner of window treatment works 
out is well shown by the four sketches 
of suggested window treatments by 
Elizabeth Peacock, interior decora- 
tor, which are reproduced on page 
22. 

The slender swags of drapery, the 
jabots with their crisp zig-zag lines, 
the crystal shell ornament looping up 
the festoon’s over the center of one 
of the windows and the crystal shell 
holdbacks in the same treatment all 
contribute much to the modern 
smartness of schemes that are of 
period inspiration. The mirrored cor- 
nice framed in bamboo introduces a 
modern note that is nevertheless 
harmonious with English XVIII 
Century furnishings. A more modern 
treatment that still does not clash 
with old furniture is the one in which 
plain mirrored surfaces enframe the 
window at the sides and top, while 
the effect is softened and enriched 
by the draperies within. 

Among the most pleasing of the 
present day treatments are those in 
which an ornamental wire cornice is 
a feature. A sketch for such a win- 
dow treatment is shown on page 26. 
The heavy .wires are formed into a 
design of curves meeting at angles, 
an abstraction rather than a conven- 

READING FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 1ST, 

3RD, AND 6TH ROWS DOWN, J. H. THORP 

& CO.; 2ND ROW DOWN, EDWARD MAAG, 

INC; 4TH, STH AND 17TH ROWS DOWN, 

STANDARD TRIMMING CO.; 7TH, 8TH AND 

10TH ROWS DOWN, SEELEY, SCALAMAN- 

DRE; 9TH, 11TH, 12TH, 14TH, 18TH AND 

22ND ROWS DOWN, CONSOLIDATED TRIM- 

MING CORP.; 13TH, ISTH, 16TH, 19TH, 


20TH AND 21ST ROWS DOWN, €E. L. 
MANSURE CO. 





LEFT, CHERRY RED PERCALE 
VALANCE AND JABOTS WITH 
WHITE BALL FRINGE, TO- 
GETHER WITH BOW TIEBACKS 
OF THE SAME PERCALE, GIVE 
ACCENT TO THIS TREATMENT 
WITH ORGANDY CURTAINS. 
RIGHT, CITRON YELLOW 
SATIN DRAPERIES, LINED IN 
WHITE, AND SHELL CRYSTAL 
TIEBACKS LEND DISTINCTION 
TO THIS TREATMENT. 
SKETCHES BY ELIZABETH 
PEACOCK, DESIGNED EXx- 
PRESSLY FOR INTERIOR 
DECORATOR. 





tionalization. Painted in an _ off- 


white or in a soft, pale tint, this fili- 
gree shows effectively against a back- 
ing of the drapery fabric, in this case 
a moiré, stretched over a foundation 
of wood. 

A step further in the use of metal 
is seen in the especially smart and 


unusual treatment of the windows of 
a Modern style room by Jones & Er- 
win, interior decorators, a photograph 
of which is reproduced on page 23. 
In this instance, the draperies are of 


manner; frankly painted decorations 
like those upon the walls, and ad- 
mirably done. 

A modern window treatment which 
derives its attractiveness from the 
beauty and smartness of the unusual 
fabric employed and from the sim- 
plicity of line which displays this 
fabric to advantage is seen in the pho- 
tograph of a window in a room by 
Dan Cooper, interior decorator, il- 
lustration of which is on page 20. 
This drapery material is a heavy 


tin painted in a semi-conventional satin of off-white color with hori- 


LEFT, A MIRRORED CORNICE 
FRAMED IN BAMBOO SUP- 
PLIES A NOVEL TOUCH WITH 
DUE RESTRAINT IN TREAT- 
MENT. THE DRAPERIES ARE 
OF CHINTZ IN A_ LAUREL 
PATTERN OF DARK GREEN 
LEAVES INTERSPERSED WITH 
TOUCHES OF PINK, CRIMSON, 
LIGHT BLUE-VIOLET AND 
TONES OF OFF-WHITE IN THE 
FLOWERS. RIGHT, A MIR- 
RORED FRAME WITH CREST- 
ING OF CRYSTAL FLOWERS 
CONTRASTS EFFECTIVELY 
WITH THE DRAPERIES OF 
OFF-WHITE TAFFETA WITH 
PINK MOSS EDGING AND 
GLASS CURTAINS OF OFF- 
WHITE CHIFFON. SKETCHES 
BY ELIZABETH PEACOCK, DE- 
SIGNED EXPRESSLY FOR 
INTERIOR DECORATOR. 
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zontal stripes of very dark brown, 
excepting at the center of the window 
where there are broad horizontal bars 
of a soft, clear yellow. 

Trimmings play a great part in 
today’s window treatments. While 
there are some that reproduce faith- 
fully rich Georgian fringes, copied 
from old documents, most of the 
trimmings have a modern note of 
lightness and space, variety and nov- 
elty. This is accomplished in vari- 
ous ways. For instance, by alternat- 
ing fringe or scallops with tassels or 








oe ewe ew. 
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, A HOLDBACK WITH PRINCE 
OF WALES PLUMES IN CRYSTAL BY J. A. LEHMAN, 
INC.; A CRYSTAL ROSETTE FOR USE EITHER AS A 
HOLDBACK OR AS A SUPPORT FOR DRAPERY 
SWAGS BY PERIOD ART REPRODUCTIONS; A FES- 
TOON RING OF METAL BY GOULD MERSEREAU. 
BELOW, FRONT AND BACK OF A MIRROR DISK 
WITH CRYSTAL ROSETTE AND CORDS REINFORCED 
FOR HANGING PICTURES OR AS A CURTAIN TIE- 
BACK, BY STANDARD TRIMMING CO. 


LEFT: SHOWING A VARIETY OF TRIMMINGS SUIT- 
ABLE FOR WINDOW TREATMENTS. READING FROM 
TOP TO BOTTOM: 1ST, 4TH AND 6TH ROWS DOWN, 
STANDARD TRIMMING CO., 2ND AND EIGHTH ROWS 
DOWN, EDWARD MAAG, INC.; 3RD AND 7TH ROWS 
DOWN, J. H. THORP & CO., STH, 11TH AND 13TH 
ROWS DOWN, CONSOLIDATED TRIMMING CORP.; 
STH AND 12TH ROWS DOWN, SEELEY, SCALA- 
MANDRE CO.; 10TH ROW DOWN, E. L. MANSURE CO. 


A SMART AND UNUSUAL WINDOW TREATMENT IN A 
MODERN ROOM BY JONES & ERWIN. 
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pendants—a bit of fringe or a scal- 
lop then a tassel or pendant. This 
spaces the tassels or pendants and 
provides a foil for them. Light ef- 
fects are numerous, such as crystal 
pendants suspended from some sim- 
ple openwork of silk cords from a 
simple heading. Such trimmings are 
(Continued on page 48) 




















1937 HAND BOOK 


HE HAND BOOK for INTERIOR DEC. 
ORATORS for 1937 is now in course of 
preparation for issuance on schedule July Ist. 
Manufacturers, importers, and jobbers of 
materials and furnishings for sale to in- 
terior decorators will be listed in this di- 
rectory as heretofore, but we urge them to 
contact the publishers, Clifford & Lawton, 
Inc., if they have not received proper 


Snbsicicha dl. 


SHOWING AN ORNAMENTAL WIRE ° ° 

CORNICE TREATMENT FOR A questionnaires by March first. 

LARGE DOUBLE WINDOW, SKETCH 
BY JO. LEHMAN, JR. 





AT THE LEFT, A MODERN STYLE TASSEL IN WHITE BY EDWARD MAAG AND 

A HANDSOME SILK TIEBACK IN SOFT COLORS COMBINED WITH BEIGE, BY 

SEELEY, SCALAMANDRE. RIGHT, COTTON TIEBACKS FOR SUMMER DRAP- 

ERIES BY SEELEY, SCALAMANDRE AND DISTINCTIVE SILK TIEBACK IN 

GREEN AND OFF-WHITE OF NEO-CLASSIC, CHARACTER BY EDWARD MAAG. 
A CORDED TIEBACK IN GOLD BY STANDARD TRIMMING. 





ALFRED LUNT AND LYNN FONTANNE IN THEIR KITCHEN SHOWING 
TYPICAL SWEDISH RURAL DECORATION BY CLAGGETT WILSON. SEE 
TEXT BELOW. 


DECORATORS CLUB HEARS LECTURE 
ON MURAL DECORATION 


N the evening of January 25th 
the members of the Decorators 
Club were given an informative and 
entertaining lecture on the subject of 
Mural Decoration, more particularly 
Mural Painting, by Claggett Wilson. 
In opening, Mr. Wilson said that 
perhaps at no time in the history of 
our country has mural decoration 
been in the spotlight that it is at the 
present time. Up to 1929 there was 
little interest in it as compared with 
the last few years since the W. P. A. 
Government projects in thie field. 
Modern decoration, which seems to 
have taken hold of the public fancy, 
has brought about very plain and 
simple interiors. In fact, they have 
become so plain that many of them 
have sort of a hospital look, and 
mural decorations have been very 
effectively used to get rid of the 
plain blank walls. 
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The influence of the Mexican 
mural painters is very strong in Amer- 
ica and the work of her great artists 
has undoubtedly affected our school 
of painting. 

Mr. Wilson went on to say that a 
good mural is a question of dimen- 
sions, and too much of the third di- 
mension, or perspective, is not good 
in this type of decoration as it puis 
holes in the wall. It is better to keep 
the painting flat and the pattern well - 
distributed. However, since art is 
not consistent, a mural might observe 
all the rules and regulations and 
still not be good because it is not 
done by an artist. 

The rooms which call for elaborate 
wall decoration are those which are 
less frequently used, such as halls 
and dining rooms. The decorator 
should establish a mood—put the 

(Continued on page 50) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

AND 
NOVELTIES 


Rare old museum works of art 
are ever of paramount in- 
terest and the reproductions of 
some of these pieces are really 
excellent. The needlework rug 
depicted, in lovely soft color- selected here and there in 
ings, was copied by the S. 
Miller Tapestry Looms from 


an old design in the South the trade by Helen S. Bruno 
Kensington Museum. 


News in rugs are the’ “Perfect Naturals” featured 
by the Firth Carpet Co., which are made from 
undyed natural wools. The handsome pattern 
shown in the manner of the XVIII Century has 
a ground in soft natural tones with an accent of 
blue-green outlining the tracery of the twined 
leaves. 





The myriad reflections of cut crystal add bril- 
liance and richness to the luxuriously ap- 
pointed interior. This finely executed crystal 
fixture from I. Albert Co. has a spread of 
1114 inches. 


Fine wall brackets are in 
great demand and _ there 
are some very exquisitely 
carved examples available. 
We illustrate one of a pair, 
hand-carved in pickled 
pine, by M. Grieve & Co., 
which would add charm 
and distinction to any 
XVIII Century interior. 


The interest in the coming 
Coronation festivities is so 
widespread that it is felt 
even in the realm of deco- 
ration where this event is 
inspiring many delightful 
creations. One of the most 
unique of these is the 
Coronation crystal vase 
here shown which may be 
seen at Carole Stupell’s. 


In the home of pretention 
decorators find that fur- 
nishings in the Regency 
style are indeed a _ wise 
choice. The graceful lines 
and proportions of the 
Regency chair shown speak 
for themselves. It is ‘in 
pickled pine finish on 
maple and is in the line of 
the Kittinger Co. 


Game rooms are increas- 
ingly important and are re- 
ceiving much attention 
from decorators. The fur- 
nishings available offer a 
wide variety of possibili- 
ties in creating something 
“different.” The smart 
wall paper herewith, from 
the Lenox Wall Paper Cor- 
poration, is in a medium 
blue ground with touches 
of red, white, and black. 





INTERESTING DESIGNS and TEXTURES 
for SPRING 


Criss-cross stripe novelty fabric in several color combinations, 50 
inches wide, Rodoma, Inc. 


Glazed chintz with design in the manner of the Brothers Adam, in 
delicate natural colorings on an ivory background, 50 inches wide, 


J. H. Thorp & Co., Ine. 


French damask in gray and green after a Louis XV design in pure 
silk with pattern in twill weave, 50 inches wide, Seeley, Scalamandre 
Co., Ine, 


Horizontal stripe on multi-colored rough textured cotton, 50 inches 
wide, Stroheim & Romann, Inc. 


Glazed chintz on gold, green, blue, or red grounds, 31 inches wide, 
Arthur H. Lee & Sons, Inc. 


Linen sport print in gay colorings on a dark red ground, 48 inches 
wide, Carrillo Fabrics Corporation. 


Imported linen in red and white with modern seagull design, 50 
inches wide, Johnson & Faulkner, Inc. 


White ground floral design in chintz colorings and gray ribbon, 
50 inches wide, Cowtan & Tout, Inc. 


Glazed chintz with rose and cream predominating colors, 29 inches 
wide, F. Schumacher & Co., Inc. 














THIS SOPHISTI- 
CATED SUBJECT OF 
**MAN VERSUS 
HAT'’, WOVEN FOR 
THE SMART HAT 
SHOP, IS ATTRAC- 
TIVELY DEVELOPED 
iN ROSE ON 
BROWNISH GREYS, 
WITH ACCENTS OF 
JADE. 








MODERN AMERICAN TAPESTRIES 


Helen Ford Slauson 


HE recurring cycles of man’s re- 

action to this or that form of art 
in his personal property is a fascinat- 
ing study. 

We have passed through a revolu- 
tion and have come out with a sense 
of release and an instinctive groping 
for elbow room, breathing space, and 
freedom from junk—mental and 
physical. It leaves us a little breath- 


less and unsure, but there is a grow- 
ing excitement in reordering our 
lives to a new tune. 

The quietly gaining popularity of 
the so-called ‘Modern’ in architecture 
follows naturally. It fits our needs so 
perfectly. 

But how to furnish these lovely, 
beautifully proportioned rooms as 
they should be, is a question that is 


32 














w- 
our 


of 
ure 
; 80 


ely, 
as 
t is 


32 





The Interior Decorator 


not so easily answered. So many of 
the furnishings, to which we have 
been used, are out of proportion and 
look weak and fussy against the new 
background. The plain surfaces call 
for selected quality; 
not impulsively col- 
lected quantity. 

I feel so strongly, 
that I could shout it 
from the housetops, 
that we should look 
to our Japanese 
neighbors for an an- 
swer. To have in our 
rooms one or two 
wall spaces definitely 
planned for the dis- 
play of our treasures, 
and then that this 
plan be held to, is 
imperative. 

This need not limit 
us in what we own. 
Keep the major part 
in storage, bringing 
out one or two lovely things at a 
time, changing them after a couple 
of months. The fresh delight in them 
is more than worth the trouble. Put 





THE COLORINGS IN THIS PANEL 

ARE REMINISCENT OF OLDER 

WEAVINGS, BUT THE VITALITY 
OF DESIGN IS MODERN. 


over your couch or mantel, a warm 
glowing wool mural for winter and 
change it to a cool painting for sum- 
mer, instead of both painting and 
tapestry all year ‘round. 

In tapestry we find 
another answer to 
our furnishing prob- 
lem. The need for it 
is proved by the 
springing up of a 
healthy revival in 
weaving,—n ot just 
wall fabrics, but real 
tapestries — in Swe- 
den, England, Ger- 
many, France and 
our own country. The 
movement is young 
but strong, because it 
is going back to fun- 
damentals. These are 
as up-to-date as the 
airplane and radio, 
and are fashioned to 
fit our modern apart: 
ments and public buildings. 

The deep, rich color and soft tex- 
ture of these weavings are perfect in 

(Continued on page 54) 


THIS NAIVE PANEL OF ‘‘MAIN STREET'’' LOOKS LIKE A 
DEMURE MEDIEVAL VILLAGE, BUT MISSES NO SMALL TOWN 
CHARACTERISTIC AT WHICH TO POKE GENTLE FUN. DEVEL- 


OPED IN SUNNY COLORS ON 


A GREY-GREEN BACKGROUND. 
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PROFESSION? 


Interestingly Considered 
by HERBERT M. ROTHSCHILD* 


¢¢—) USINESS is business,” is an 

expression seldom heard to- 
day. When I was a young man, 
it was quite commonly heard. It 
usually went with a shrug of the 
shoulders and it meant that “any- 
thing goes,” “if you can get away 
with it.” Men, whose family and 
personal relations were very models 
of ethical conduct, in their business 
relations practiced the “knock down 
and drag out” rule of the jungle. 
One need only recall the phrase 
“business is business,” to realize 
what a long way we have come since 


those days. But let us not lose sight 
of the long, long way we have still 
to go. 

Only yesterday, business men ad- 
mitted readily that they were “in 


business to make money” Many 
would still see nothing wrong in 
such an admission. But where can 
you find a professional man who 
would concede that he practices medi- 
cine, law, engineering, solely “to 
make money”? Indeed, we _ all 
know that doctors, lawyers and en- 
gineers want to make money and 
prosper. But their professional dig- 
nity would be outraged and prop- 
erly so if we suggested that mere 
money making was the object of 
their pursuits; They would protest 
that their purpose is to render the 
service of which they are capable. 
They will claim a high social signifi- 
cance for their type of service. If 


* Mr. Rothschild is President of John Stuart, Inc. 


the service is worthy and well ren- 
dered, the money making will fol- 
low as a matter of course, but it will 
be subordinate and not made the 
chief consideration. This is what we 
know as the “professional attitude,” 
which the world approves. 

Fortunately for all of us, business 
men in increasing numbers are cul- 
tivating the “professional attitude” 
in business. 

The New Deal has literally dumped 
this problem of the social obliga- 
tion of industry into the lap of in- 
dustry itself by indicating that if 
business won’t assume it, the gov- 
ernment will. After some bitter re- 
bellion against being forced to be so 
good, business lately has been hold- 
ing meetings where it can put in its 
thumb and pull out a plumb and say 
“what a good boy am I.” Indeed, 
long ago business hit on the bright 
idea of touting “Service” with a cap- 
ital S and in many places the idea, 
which started out as a shabby insin- 
cerity, turned out, mirabile dictu, to 
be the real thing itself. 

It is my confident belief that no- 
where, perhaps, in the field of busi- 
ness, is the service motive to be found 
so prevalent as in the practice of 
interior decorating. And it is on that 
account mainly that I am encouraged 
to think that interior decorating 
might easily attain the status of a 
recognized profession in short order. 

The majority of interior decora- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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FINE FURNITURE GROUPINGS 


M, JOHN STUART, INC.; N, SEMINOLE FURNITURE SHOPS, INC.; O, H. HERR- 
MANN FURNITURE CO., INC.; P, VIRGINIA CRAFTSMEN, INC.; Q@, JOHN WIDDI- 
COMB CO.; R, TAPP, INC.; S, MASON ART. 








FURNITURE 


0 F DISTINCTION 
| 
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A, NEW YORK FURNITURE EXHIBIT CORP.; B, BIG RAPIDS FURNITURE 
TURE CO.; E, DANBY CO., INC.; F, PALMER & EMBURY MFG. CO.; G, 
BROS., INC.; J. BARNARD & SIMONDS; K, DEUTSCH-EMMETT, INC.; L, 
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DS FURNITURE Co.; 


DECORATORS 





C, GEORGIAN FURNITURE CO.; D, RICHTER FURNI- 


/ MFG. CO.; G, JACQUES BODART, INC.; H, BRUNOVAN, INC.; 1, THONET 
L, ALBERT M. EISENBERG, INC. 
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NEW STYLES THAT ARE OF 
INTEREST TO DECORATORS 


by Merritt A. Clegg 


HE fine old grand piano that for 

years was the symbol of culture 
and eminence has practically lost its 
place in the home through changed 
living conditions. Not only modern 
decorative style trends but also small- 
er dwelling quarters have forced the 
decorator to often discourage its pur- 
chase. For years the piano industry, 
primarily concerned with producing 
technically fine instruments, over- 


looked the importance of design. 
Louis XV, Queen Anne, or Chippen- 
dale were the patented designs, and 


dark mahogany was the orthodox fin- 
ish, but beyond this there were only 
a few special Spanish or Italian crea- 
tions for the extra rich. 

Designers and decorators in Europe 
and America have made some very in- 
teresting attempts to vary the accept- 
ed standard appearance of the grand 
piano. In England a very beautiful 
model in Hepplewhite’s French man- 
ner has been designed by Herbert 
Cescinsky. The front part rests on 
four legs similar to a console table 
while the extension, which is squared 
at the back, has two legs. Instead of a 
hinged cover over the keyboard, there 
is a graceful tambour sliding top that 
disappears into the top of the case. 

Cescinsky claims that from the point 
of design, the perfect piano has yet 
to be made. He contends that it will 

THIS MODERN PIANO DESIGNED BY J. 

ROBERT F. SWANSON, ARCHITECT, IS OF 


ENGLISH HAREWOOD STRIPED WITH 
EBONY. COURTESY OF STEINWAY & SONS. 


probably not be of the conventional 
shape and will permit of its place- 
ment in the center of the room as it 
will be a thing of beauty from all an- 
gles. 


Another English designer, Maurice 
Adams, is responsible for a lovely ex- 
ample in burl walnut with the sup- 
ports in graceful lines in the contem- 
porary feeling. Fine proportion and 
simplicity mark the Swedish modern 
grand pianos. France offers some 
dramatic creations in this field. One 
especially has the harp set in a glass 
case which has metal supports. 

The frontispiece illustrates the use 





THE TUBULAR SUPPORTS OF 

THIS STEINWAY GRAND GIVE IT 

A FEELING OF STRENGTH WITH 

LIGHTNESS, DESIGNED BY GIL- 
BERT ROHDE. 


A SPINET GRAND AFTER THE 
DESIGN OF JOSEPH URBAN 
MADE OF MACASSAR EBONY IN- 
LAID WITH PEWTER, COURTESY 
MATHUSHEK PIANO MFG. CO. 


THIS MODEL WAS COPIED FROM 

AN OLD DRAWING BY DUNCAN 

PHYFE, NOTE THE LANDSCAPE 

PAINTED ABOVE THE KEYBOARD, 

COURTESY MATHUSHEK PIANO 
MFG. CO 
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of a fine grand piano as used in 
a modern London apartment. 

American designers’ contribu- 
tions to modern piano design 
have aroused considerable decora- 
tive interest. The late Joseph 
Urban, Gilbert Rohde, Lee Si- 
monson, Donald Deskey, Paul 
MacAlister, and Robert Heller 
are but a few of those whose 
creations are worthy of attention. 
They have used exotic woods and 
introducted metal supports and 
inlay, a radical departure from 
the old school. 

Among those illustrated on 
page 37 is an example by Gilbert 
Rohde with slender tubular sup- 
ports giving it a feeling of 
strength with lightness. The case 
is of Indian laurel inlaid with 
plain laurel. 

On the opposite page is another 
contemporary model, designed by J. 
Robert F. Swanson, architect, in Eng- 
lish harewood with macassar ebony 
striping. The lines in this piece have 
strong architectural character. 

Two other examples of grand piano 
for modern homes are shown on page 
39. The one at the top of the page 
is after the design of Robert Heller, 












CONSOLE PIANO OF BLEACHED ENGLISH 


SYCAMORE 
ALISTER, 


DESIGNED BY PAUL MAC- 
MANUFACTURED BY BALDWIN 
PIANO CO. 


made of Brazilian rosewood with 
ebony trim giving a very beautiful 
contrast. A creation by Percival 
Goodman is illustrated at the bottom 
of the page made of ash butt and 
kingwood. Both of these models pos- 
sess the sturdiness so often found 
in furniture in the contempory spirit. 
(Continued on page 58) 


ENGLISH XVIII CEN- 
TURY STYLE CON- 
* SOLE PIANO THAT iS 
MADE IN WALNUT OR 
} MAHOGANY, COUR- 
= TESY SOHMER & CO. 
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TOP—A MODERN GRAND OF BRAZILIAN ROSEWOOD AND EBONY TRIM DESIGNED BY ROBERT 

HELLER, COURTESY BALDWIN PIANO CO., CENTER—A CONSOLE PIANO IN THE COLONIAL 

PERIOD, COURTESY WM. KNABE & CO., BELOW—-A GRAND BY PERCIVAL GOODMAN IN ASH 
BUTT AND KINGWOOD, COURTESY THE AEOLIAN CO. 








THE MONTH'S 
NEWS NOTES 


AT THE nineteenth annual meeting 
of the Society of Interior Decorators 
of New York City held on January 
26th, the following officers were 
elected to serve during the year 1937: 
Louis Kilmarx, president; Robert 
Samuels, vice-president; John Callais, 
treasurer; Frederick H. Hutaff, secre- 
tary. The members of the executive 
committee are: William A. Kimbel., 
chairman, Stephen Jussel, Charles C. 
Smith, Frank W. Richardson, John 
J. Morrow, Ernest L. Brothers, and 
John R. Schwinzer. 


ORGANIZATION of the General Fur- 
nishings Division of the New York 
World’s Fair Bond Sales Committee, 
under the chairmanship of John 
Sloane, Chairman of the Board of 


TOBY FILPOT JUG MOUNTED INTO 
A LAMP BY ARDEN LAMPS AND 
SHADES IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE 
VALUE OF THE JUG IS NOT LOST. 
IT COMES IN VERY INTERESTING 
COLORINGS. 


THIS GRACEFUL CHAIR FRAME IS BY THE 
ZANGERLE & PETERSON CO, 


W. & J. Sloane, was completed at a 
luncheon, January 21st. Ten of the 
industry’s leaders who were Mr. 
Sloane’s guests at the luncheon, 
agreed to seek a total of $250,000 in 
subscriptions for the New York 
World’s Fair 4% debentures and to 
act as chairmen of divisional volun- 
teer committees in their respective 
sections of the industry. These vol- 
unteer committee chairmanships in- 
clude: Antique dealers, Arthar S. 
Vernay; Hard surface floor. coverings 
industry, W. E. Griswold;’ Soft sur- 
face floor coverings industry, Mihran 
Karagheusian; lamp industry, Henry 
L. Reeve: Upholstery industry, 
George A. Bomann: wall paper in- 
dustry, Richard E. Thibaut. Thomas 
A. Cawthra will direct the publicity 
of the General Furnishings Division. 


A\RRANGEMENTS have been made to 
hold the Wall Paper Style Shows of 
1937 in Philadelphia from March 9 
to 12, inclusive; in Buffalo from 
March 30 to April 2, inclusive; and 
in Cleveland from April 6 to April 


9, inclusive. 





THONET Q/:odsdere FURNITURE 


MODERN 
CLASSIC 


TRADITIONAL 
REPRODUCTIONS 





Sold exclusively through Decorating Departments, inte- 

rior Decorators and interior Architects @ It is always a 

pleasure to make new friends—at whose service we 

place our entire resources @ We gladly submit estimates 
and special designs for contract installations. 





New catalogue of Thonet 
upholstered furniture just 


out. Send for your copy. 


THONET BROTHERS we 


33 EAST 47th STREGe 











WE ARE in receipt of a very attrac- 
tive catalog from The Klearflax 
Linen Looms, Inc., entitled Style in 
Carpets and Rugs. It contains pro- 
fuse illustrations showing new rug 
patterns both individually and in 
appropriate room settings. 


QF INTEREST to decorators will be 
Vanleigh’s Room-of-the-Month Club 
which consists of the arrangement 
each month of a special series of 
three rooms—a bedroom, dining 
room, and living room. The furni- 
ture for these three rooms will be 
selected by the Vanleigh Furniture 
Co., Inc., from their Berkey & Gay 
and Landstrom Furniture lines. 


[HE firm of Cowtan & Tout, Inc., 
has removed to 515 Madison Ave. Mr. 
Moscrop, one of the members of the 
firm, sailed for Europe for the pur- 
pose of making new selections and 
arranging for additional manufactur- 
ing sources abroad. 


‘*REVOLITE” formerly a product of 
the Revolite Corporation, has been 
acquired by the Atlas Powder Co., 
and will be manufactured in Stam- 
ford, Conn. The business will be 
conducted by the Zapon Division. 


THE SHOWING of the new Spring 
fabric line of Herter-Dalton, Inc., 
presented a veritable flower garden 
of color, ranging from deep rich 
shades to delicate pastels. A Chi- 
noiserie design painted on satin 
was of particular interest as also were 
a Persian pattern in a variety of soft 
tones and a circus print for the ju- 
venile room. 


A RECENT removal is that of the Jap- 
anese Fan Co., importers of Chinese 
art goods, to 225 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


A NEw concern, Louis and Michael, 
manufacturers and designers of fine 
furniture in addition to curtains and 


(Continued on page 46) 
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News of the A.1L.D. 


A SPECIAL entertainment and buf- 
fet supper of the New York State 
Chapter of the A. I. D. was held in 
the Lorenzo Room of the Hotel Del- 
monico, New York City, on the eve- 
ning of January 12th. Approximately 
250 attended. The room was decorat- 
ed with five fantastic panels designed 
and executed by Alexander UH. 
Girard, which murals have been re- 
quested by the Illinois Chapter for 
their spring party at Chicago. Others 
who contributed to the colorful set- 
ting were members of the Committee 
on Entertainment who appeared in 
costume: Mrs. Charles M. Sherman, 
Chairman; Mrs. Florence Beresford, 
Woodward Fellows, William Gulden, 
Harold F. LeBaron, Mrs. Gertrude 
Gheen Robinson and also Mary Dunn 
of Nancy McClelland, Inc. James 
H. Blauvelt, donned in corduroy 
trousers depicting an Italian street 
singer, gave a few very charming 
selections. Mrs. Charles, B. Hester 
was master of ceremonies, Mrs. N. S. 
Bartow also sang several delightful 
songs, accompanied by Frank Wid- 
dis; these three are members of the 
Blue Hill Troupe; a dance number 
by instructors at the studio of John 
Ward was followed by a human 
horse race and a raffle—all of which 
contributed to the success of the eve- 
ning’s entertainment. 


Five lectures on Interior Architec- 
ture and Decoration will be given at 
the College Club, Cleveland, in 
February, March and April under the 
sponsorship of the Ohio Chapter of 
the A. I. D. The subjects will include 
Modern Interior Architecture by Eu- 
gene Schoen February 15th, Modern 
Paintings by Philip R. Adams, March 
4th and Historical Wall Papers by 
Nancy McClelland, March 15th. The 
remainder of the schedule will be 
given in the March issue. 
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@ Whether you incline towards the modern 
trend, exploit it, compromise with the old, or 
whether you are violently opposed to it and 
have believed it unlasting, we maintain that you 
will find in “Decorative Art 1937” such in- 
spiration and brand new material that you 
will be tempted to order two or three extra 
copies of the book. 


@ With this first American edition, containing 

special references of interest to the American 

market, the 1937 issue surpasses all records for 

editorial contents. 500 monochrome and color 

plates of livable interiors and plans present 

the most lucid and full survey of contemporary 

interior decoration yet given by this famous 

annual, now in its thirty-second year. The text contains an article on “Your Taste 
and Mine,” by editor C. G. Holme, and a running commentary to the individual 
sections from the women’s point of view by the famous Adelaide Heriot. 


@ The 500 superlative reproductions of work by the leading designers of every 
important country in the world are grouped into sections showing :— 


EXTERIOR ENTRANCE HALL LIVING ROOM 
DINING ROOM BEDROOM AND NURSERY KITCHEN 
BATHROOM GLASS METALWARE 
POTTERY FURNITURE FABRICS 
LIGHTING TABLE AND FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 


@ Of last year’s edition Walter Rendell Storey of the New York Times said: 
“... the best source to which both layman and professional may turn”. This year 
in a larger book we are giving you twice as many illustrations of the same un- 
excelled quality. Only four of the thirty-one previous issues of “Decorative Art” 
are still available. We suggest that you place your order at once with your book- 
seller or direct with us, as there will be no reprint and our advance orders are 


already far in excess of any previous year. Price $3.50 (paper bound) ; $4.50 (cloth 
bound). 


(ask for catalog of our books) 








THE STUDIO PUBLICATIONS, INC. 381 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 
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MURALS BY 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


One of several silhouette murals 
of New York’s skyline in the 
North Ballroom of the Hotel 
New Yorker. They are in soft 
focus finished with an amber 
glaze with transparent oils. Wal- 
ter M. Ballard Co., Decorators. 


DRIX DURYEA 


INCORPORATED 


Designers and Consultants 
in the latest developments 
in Mural Photography. 


A separate department is maintained with 

a staff of experts specializing in interior 

and exterior photography for de<orators and 
architects. 


54 EAST 57TH STREET. NEW YORK 


VOLUNTEER 5-7437 











(Continued from page 44) 


draperies, is located at 205 E. 54th 
St., N. Y. Louis Ludwig and Michael 
Arrow, were formerly associated with 


H. Harmon & Co., N. Y. 


THE firm of Meyer-Gunther-Martini, 
Inc., announce that their factory has 
been moved to another location. The 
entire building at E. 47th St. will be 
converted into display space, includ- 
ing model rooms. 


THE New Mode Furniture Co. are 


occupying new quarters at 210 E. 
40th St., N. Y. 


NEW upholstered furniture concern 
of O. F. Battle and J. Lessauer, is lo- 
cated at 244 East 44th St., N. Y. The 
partners were formerly connected 


with the Albano Co. 


A NEw firm, handling imported and 
domestic drapery fabrics, has been 
organized as the Whitbrook Fabrics, 
Inc., with a showroom at’515 Madison 
Ave., N. Y. The president of the 
firm is Harold S. Hasbrouck, for- 
merly of Hasbrouck-Turkington, and 
the vice-president and treasurer is 
Frank W. P. Jaeger, formerly of the 
Peter Schneider organization. 


Arrer March Ist, the Standard 
Trimming Co. will be located at 927 
Third Ave., N. Y., where they have 
taken larger quarters than those oc- 
cupied at present. 


THe Board of Education is in- 
augurating a new course in textile 
design and decorative fabrics. 

The course will be divided into 
two groups: (1) woven design which 
will specialize in the analysis and 
construction of the various weaves 
used in the manufacture of all fab- 
rics, including Dobby and Jacquard 
work as applied to cottons, silks, ray- 
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Now Being 
Featured... 


NEW DINING ROOM 
GROUP IN THE POPULAR 
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FEUDAL OAK 


THE LATEST ADDITION 
TO THIS FAMILY OF IN- | 
TERESTING PIECES. | 


































































































Welsh Dresser from this new group. 














A complete display of FEUDAL | 
OAK for the Living Room, Dining 

Room and Bedroom awaits your 
selection in our showrooms. 


Exhibit Coy. 
31 East 314 Street | 






































ons, woolens and worsteds. (2) The 
class in Decorative Fabrics will study 
the history, construction, classifica- 
tion, characteristics, merchandising 
and application of all decorative fab- 
rics from a buying and selling stand- 
point as well as the technical aspect. 

Registration for these subjects can 
be made in the evening at Textile 
Evening High School, 351 West 18th 
Street, between the hours of six and 
nine up to February 8. 


Today’s Window 


Treatments 
(Continued from page 26) 


especially good with sheer fabrics. 
Some tassels are crisp and flaring, 
like the skirts of a ballet dancer of 
Victorian times, but many more are 
close and soft, such as the “doll” tas- 
sels. Many tassels are relieved of a 
too mechanical perfection by a soft 
fluffiness and some of the ones made 
exclusively for certain decorators 
have an antique appearance and-ap- 
proach a frowsiness that is very soft 
in effect and anything but commer- 
cial. 

Chainette, which hangs so well; 
moss roll trimmings with a spiral line 
for accent; Sanforized, pre-shrunk 
trimmings for washable curtains; and 
fluffy wool fringes for printed linens 
and chintzes are among the innum- 
erable smart trimmings many of 
which are shown in the accompany- 
ing photographs in pages 23 and 25. 

In hardware, crystal holdbacks and 
crystal ornaments for use at the top 
of the window as supports for swags 
of drapery are prominent because 
they introduce so well a note of 
sparkling lightness in keeping at once 
with the modern feeling and with the 
historic traditions. Mirrored cornices, 
likewise contribute life and open- 
ness to the new drapery arrange- 
ments. 

The treatment of windows has as- 
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Our extensive 1937 line includes almost every traditional and 
modern design in bedroom and dining room furniture. 


‘Make our showrooms your salesrooms” 


Sliah Furniture Showrooms 


WILLIAM H. McCLAVE 


CENTRAL PALACE BLDG. 7240 
XINGTON AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y. WICKERSHAM 2- 754, 



































An authentic reproduction 
of a Provincial Swedish com- 
bination crib and cradle, to- 
gether with a chest and 
chifferobe, make an unusu- 
ally attractive nursery group. 
These pieces are finished in 
either oak or maple. 


Decorators will find an in- 
teresting variety of nursery 
furniture especially designed 
for their needs. 


THE KIDDIELAND FURNITURE CO. 


JUVENILE FURNITURE OF DISTINCTION 
45 East 33rd Street, New York City 
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Rice Prriod 
ye 


AN AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 


You are cordially invited 
to visit our new and en- 
larged showrooms. 


H. SABEL 


& COMPANY, INCORPORATED 


140 WEST 22 ST. NEW YORK 








sumed greater importance than it 
has had in many years, and there 
seems to be two excellent reasons 
for this. For one thing, the prevail- 
ing plainness, or at least relative sim- 
plicity of present-day wall treatments, 
calls for the treatment of the win- 
dows as points of accent and enrich- 
ment, in order that the rooms may 
have the requisite degree of beauty 
and charm. Then, the new mood 
of expansiveness that has come with 
better times has brought a desire for 
greater luxury of effect in homes; 
people want their windows dressed— 
not over-dressed, but properly at- 
tired in a manner in keeping with 
the prevailing mode. 


Lecture at Decorators’ Club 
(Continued from page 27) 
spectator in a frame of mind. To 
do this he should fix what he wants 
to say firmly in his mind and go 
through the whole house balancing 
one room against the other. He 
should then build it up as an artist 
would balance the composition of a 
picture. Mr. Wilson maintained that 
far too many decorators start with 
an ashtray and build their scheme 

around it. 

He said that it is a wise procedure 
to get the hangings first and then 
paint the walle as it is often difficult 
to obtain fabrics of just the right 
color to go with rooms that have 
already been painted. If murals are 
to be done it frequently turns out 
that a good mural painter has valu- 
able suggestions to offer for the rest 
of the decorative scheme and can 
do much in starting a decorator off 
on the right foot. 

The walls may be handled in one 
of three ways—the walls receding 
with the furniture in contrast, the 
furniture simple and the walls elab- 
orate, or the walls and furnishings 
treated as a single harmonious unit. 
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Makers of fine 
furniture for 
more than half 
a century. 


Joun Wippicoms Counc. 


Reanety: She ic New York Showroom: One Park Avenue 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 





CUSTOM-MADE REPRODUCTIONS of PERIOD PIECES 


auttieed 


FRENCH and ENGLISH 
FURNITURE 


LLOYD FURNITURE FACTORIES, ING. 
DECORATORS FURNITURE CORP. 


383 Madison Ave., New York 
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Our SUPER-CRAFTSMAN line in- 
cludes many traditional pieces manu- 
factured on specifications dictated 
by forty-four years of manufacturing 
experience. 


COLUMBIA & MYERS 
UPHOLSTERING CO., INC. 


Boston Leaders in Upholstered Furniture 
since 1892 


54 CANAL ST. BOSTON, MASS. 











Largest and most complete line 


SOLID MAPLE ~ 
FURNITURE 


No. 378 
Top 39” x 18” 
Height 30” 

Various sizes of Kidney 
Shaped Dressing Tables 
in all finishes. 

Write for Supplement 


ALVIN FURNITURE 
MFG. C0O., INC. 
Factory & Showrooms 


238 East 44th St... New York 
Telephones: MUrray Hill 2—4737-38 


Special Order Work 








At the end of his talk Mr. Wilson 
showed several interesting illustra- 
tions of work he had done, among 
which were pictures of the summer 
home of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon. 
tanne in Wisconsin in the Swedish 
provincial style. The kitchen-dining 
room, a corner of which is illustrated 
on page 27 has mural decorations typ- 
ical of Sweden with designs in golden 
ochre, green, and candy pink on 
painted white walls. The woodwork 
is in green, white and gray. 


How London Is Furnishing 


(Continued from page 21) 


and in the pottery display alcoves 
at the opposite side of the room. 

The long mirror, in the drawing 
room illustrated on page 16, recessed 
slightly in the wall facing the win- 
dows, is another significant detail. 
Until recently, it would almost cer- 
tainly have been flush with the wall 
instead of recessed, and would prob- 
ably have been undecorated, In- 
stead, it is embellished with a charm- 
ing pattern of lunettes and drops 
which is continued all the way round 
to form a border giving a note of 
moderate sumptuousness now becom- 
ing so fashionable. 


The drawing room color scheme 
comprises walls and ceiling painted 
a pale shade of peach, hardwood 
furniture lacquered a neutral beige, 
with upholsteries in beige and fawn, 
and green shot with gold. The close- 
fitting carpet is fawn. A particularly 
important role is played by the win- 
dow curtains and the long hangings 
used to screen the drawing room 
from the dining room. These are a 
rich and delicate silk in peach shot 
with metallic gold, and they create a 
convincing illusion that the room is 
flooded with sunshine, not only dur- 
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The 
Showroom of 


Tom ottow 


MODEL ROOMS 

4 0 18th Century English 
and 

Advanced MODERN 


e 
Decorators and dealers are cordially 
invited to bring or send their clients. 


MAKE OUR SHOWROOMS 
YOUR SALESROOMS. 


ALBERT M. EISENBERG, Inc. 


440—4th Ave. (30th St.) New York e Phone MU 4-5020 





Distributors of Fine Furniture 
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GARDEN FURNITURE 
Styled for the Be, See 


Exclusive designs which are the 
result of exacting study in 
meeting the needs of the 
decorators. 


Our Illustrated Catalog is now 
available for your use. Write 
for your copy. 


EXCELSIOR “mame 
ART 7) wie a @ LAMPS 


MANUFACTURERS AND DESIGNERS ANDIRONS 
20 WEST 27th ST. MuUrray Hill 4-5376 NEW YORK 
F. C. TUSKA, 833 Market St., San Francisco, Cal., Western Rep. 
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RUDOLF LESCH FINE ARTS, Inc. 
225 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Botany Bird & Costume Prints 


Visit our New York Showroom 





For Your Period Settings 
Candylbeme Lamps add charm 
and beauty to candle-type fix- 
tures. These lamps have a spe- 
cially designed filament which 
closely resembles the lighted 
wick of a candle, and the fine 
clear glass from which these 
lamps are made heightens the 
simulation to candlelight, be- 
cause it is practically invisible to 
the casual eye. 

Your Letter-head Will Bring 
Sample—Write. 


On display at the 
Permanent Exhibit 
of Decorative Arts, 
Rockefeller Center, 
New York City. 


NORTH AMERICAN ELECTRIC LAMP CO. 
| 1153-D South Broadway St. Louis, Mo: 
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ing the day but when seen by arti- 
ficial light. 

The bedroom seen on page 21, has 
a number of unusual features. For 
example the bed of the divan type 
is used occupying a curtained al- 
cove decorated with mural paintings 
in delicate shades of green, rose and 
yellow. The bed is draped with a 
coverlet in green silk shot with gold 
and richly embroidered, and the al- 
cove curtains are the same material 
quilted. At the opposite side of the 
room the window curtains are a lime 
green silk quilted in rose, with ivory 
screening curtains. The upholstered 
furniture is in beige, and yellow and 
beige, and the background for this 
scheme consists of walls and ceiling 
off-white and a neutral fawn carpet. 

Another important detail is the 
surround to the electric fire, which 
is of matt stainless steel with a 
three-color electric lighting system— 
(one red lamp, one blue and one 
yellow)—capable of giving various 
color combinations. The outer sur- 
round is of silver mirror, and bhe- 
yond this on either side are built-in 
bookshelves. The wall mirror above 
has a painting framed behind glass 
for centerpiece. 

Lastly, there is a guests’ bedroom 
which has a color scheme in off-white, 
beige and natural with vivid touches 
of green and black. This room is 
equipped on simple, practical lines, 
as illustrated on page 21, showing the 
corner with a writing desk. This was 
once an unsightly Victorian dressing 
table. It has been converted by re- 
moving the mouldings and the toilet 
mirror and fitting pigeon-holes and 
a plate-glass top. 


Modern American Tapestries 


(Continued from page 33) 


all lights. In a darkening room a 
painting will become a shadowy blur, 
but wool seems to gather and hold 
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One of the many complete- 
For ae ly furnished rooms at the 


lype ke § new Herrmann showrooms. 


ilet 
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H. HERRMANN FURNITURE CO., INC. 
Fine Furniture Since 1867 


Fourth Avenue at 30th Street 
LONDON NEW YORK 

















MATHUSHEK 


EST. 1863 


The Spinet @rariv 











The SPINET GRAND is a tonally ex- 
quisite piano of distinctive beauty, charm 
and ideal proportion. 

It can be artistically placed and yet will 
not dominate even whebe space is limited. 

The SPINET GRAND is exclusively a 
creation of MATHUSHEK, makers of fine 
Pianos since 1863. 

We cooperate in producing the SPINET 
GRAND in special designs and finishes. 

Decorators Solicited—Send 
for Art Portfolio ‘‘D’’. 


MATHUSHEK 9 43 WEST 57 ST. 











Consider us your own workshop,—an 
extension of your own business. If you 
want us to design for you—we will. 
If you want us to work from your de- 
signs, we will do that gladly. Classic 
or Modern style—we are equally happy 
working in either. 


RICHTER 


FURNITURE COMPANY 
512 East 72nd Street : New York 
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MODERN 


HAND-CRAFTED 
ACCESSORIES 


IN 
CHROMIUM @ BRASS @ COPPER 


and other metals 


We are also prepared to design and 
execute GRILLE WORK, LAMP 
BASES, FIRESCREENS, etc., to 
your special order. 








MORRIS LEVINE 


DESIGNER AND CRAFTSMAN IN METALS 
12 EAST |7TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone Algonquin 4-6382 





NEW MOVE 
BY 
NEW MODE 








MOV 





It’s our move .. . and it’s your 
gain. For here at our new loca- 
tion you will find our new exhibit 
of MODERN furniture styled 
to bring an atmosphere of 
sophisticated beauty. 


We urge Interior Designers 
and their client’s to pay us a 
visit. 

NEW MODE 
FURNITURE COMPANY 
210 EAST 40th ST., NEW YORK 

Manufacturers of 


MODERN FURNITURE 











the light, and becomes a glowing 
jewel even in the dusk. In rooms 
that have our great modern windows 
or glass brick walls, the flood of light 
falls on the wool texture with no re- 
flected light or glare such as comes 
from glass-covered pictures or exces- 
sive areas of mirrors. 

Did you ever sit waiting for your 
hostess in a room hung with tapes- 
tries? I’m sure you felt a warmth, 
welcome and grace of living that can 
be gotten in no other way. Tapes- 
tries are human without being fusey. 

Because even small panels are de- 
signed as a mural and with a definite 
architectural feeling, they stay in 
place on the walls and are in scale 
with the room. The panel designed 
and woven for the place it is to fill 
is, of course, the perfect answer. If 
designed by artists with a real knowl- 
edge of weaving problems, so as. to 
help, not hinder, the weaver, these 
can be done for a remarkably reason- 
able amount. The price is governed 
by the fineness and complication of 
weaving rather than by size. A panel 
designed for tapestry ‘direct, is of 
course much cheaper than an adapted 
painting or textile design, which 
would have to be recartooned before 
the weaving started. 

Tapestry died when it stopped be- 
ing designed for wool murals and be- 
gan to copy easel paintings, and to 
live now, it must be designed with 
wool, not paint, in mind. All archi- 
tects know that a design for lime- 
stone is a horror if done in marble. 
We have brought back structural 
honesty in our architecture and a dis- 
criminating casting out of non-essen- 
tials in our furniture designs. We 
have taken the high hat off of art 
and proved him to be a straightfor- 
ward, likeable fellow, whom we need 
in our everyday lives. Perhaps we 
have pulled down a god, but we’ve 
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MODERATE PRICE 


and WOVEML 
FABRICS 


IN 








44 E. 53rd ST., N. Y. 
Eldorado 55-1982 














CUSTOM MADE 


UPHOLSTERED PIECES 
CURTAINS @ DRAPERIES 








A Maidhu burl 
vanity showing 
Chinese influence. 


The same quality of work and service we 
have given you heretofore is now available 
in our own home. We welcome your visit. 


SEMINOLE LOUIS and MICHAEL 


Formerly with H. Harmon & Co. 
FURNITURE SHOPS, Inc. 205 EAST 54th ST., NEW YORK 
DETROIT CABINET CO. Tel. Eldorado 5-4982 


444 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK ; 
Builders of 


FACTORY: CHICAGO, ILL. F | N E Fp U R N | T U RE 


57 























The Interior Decorator 











Fine 18th Century Furniture for the 
Bedroom and Living Room—occasional 
pieces—at moderate prices. Visit our 
showrooms. 


BETHLEHEM 
FURNITURE COMPANY 


Factory—BETHLEHEM, PENNA. 


. 159 Madison Ave., N. Y. 
SHOWROOMS: (51; ‘Chestnut St. Phila. 











Blonde Maple 


An unusual chair, well 
placed . .. is an import- 
ant contribution to the 
charm of the well balanced 
room. 


The item illustrated is of 
beautiful blonde maple. . . 
upholstered for comfort. 
A wide range of attractive 
fabrics and color combina- 
tions are available. 


CONTEMPO SHOPS 


40 WEST 20TH ST. N. Y¥. 





gained an interesting friend. Let us 
keep him. 

Editor: Illustrations accompanying 
this article are tapestries from the 
studio of Mrs. Helen Ford Slauson. 


Pianos 
(Continued from page 41) 


But fine and original as these crea- 
tions proved to be, the decorator was 
still faced with the problem of small 
homes or apartments and all too often 
smaller budgets. The old uprights 
were certainly not the answer either 
in the matter of appearance or tone 
quality. Consequently the decorative 
profession continued to disregard pi- 
anos in their plans unless forced upon 
them. 

Faced with this obstacle the manu- 
facturers finally devised a small verti- 
cal or console type piano. It was very 
different from the upright in both de- 
sign and construction. This new crea- 
tion was not only more attractive, and 
more compact, but the sounding 
board was suspended from the floor 
permitting of greater resonance, thus 
better tone quality. The very small 
models in this type have so-called 
dropped action with the striking ae- 
tion below the level of the keyboard, 
permitting the use of a smaller harp. 

These small pianos are made in 
both period and contemporary styles. 
One dressed in a lovely Colonial de- 
sign and set in an Early American 
scheme is shown on page 41. Quite 
a contrast is offered on the top of 
page 40 which shows a modern ex- 
ample by Paul MacAlister simulating 
a cascade in design. It is made of 
English bleached sycamore relieved 
by the black and white keys and the 
pedal column. 

Another very original note in small 
pianos is the so-called Spinet Grand 
offered by one of the manufacturers. 
Although it is a modern instrument in 
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MERIT STUDIOS, Inc 


2 WEST 46rH ST., N.Y.C. 
MEdallion 3-2465 


This impressive aerial view of 
Chicago lake front is one of a 
series of American cities drama- 
tically portrayed through the 
medium of photographic mural, 
in the reception of a prominent 
New York investment house. This 
mural is 7 x 17 ft. and is finished 
in sepia. 

Murals by photography are now 
recognized as a unique medium 
decorative 


to achieve unusual 


effects. 
Our staff is equipped to suggest 


and execute this type of mural in 
black, sepia and color. 








oe 
LLOYD WALLPAPERS 
. a ss 









The Decorator will find great satisfaction 
upon visiting a {Lloyd showroom, for here 
will be found the most distinctive patterns 
and artistic colorings than can be found 
elsewhere in America. Imported and do- 
mestic papers of the finest and newest types. 


w-n-s- 4 loyd co.1nc 


48 WEST 48th STREET - NEW YORK City & 


BOSTON : 420 Boylston St. »* NEWARK: 45 
Central Ave. » CHICAGO: 434 So. Wabash Ave 
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Tells 





FOR 1937, beth Weissmann has 
created a surpassing presentation 
of Lamps and Interior Accessories 
. .. bound to prove of great inter- 
est, and profit, to the Decorator 


beth Weissmann 


IMPORTATIONS 


49 West 23rd St. New York 


CHICAGO 15127 MERCHANDISE MART 
LOS ANGELES » 720 COOPER BUILDING 
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BEDDING 


CHARLES H. BECKLEY 


SHOWROOM & FACTORY—305 EAST 47th ST 
NEW YORK, N.Y. TELEPHONE PLAZA 3-1190 











CONVERTERS & 
JOBBERS OF 
Upholstery 
Drapery & 
Slip Cover 

Fabrics 





NEW sample books on slip cover 
and spring decorative fabrics ready 
for distribution. Write immediately. 
Cut Order Dept. 


S. KRAVET & SONS, INC. 


Sole Distributors 


36 EAST 21ST STREET NEW YORK 




















STROHGIM & ROMANN 


BOSTON ® PHILADELPHIA @® CHICAGO 
LOS ANGELES ® SAN FRANCISCO 
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construction the case is after the lin 
of the old spinet, one of the ancestop 
of the present piano. The harp 
fore-shortened and laid horizontally, 
having much the appearance of 
a large console table. An unusual 
model of this instrument is illustrated 
on page 39 which was copied froma 
old drawing of a Duncan Phyfe Sp 
et. It was made special to order§ 
mahogany and has a landscape pz 
ed on the long panel above the 
board. 

Despite the fact that the title Spi 
et has an old fashioned flavor, one 
an up-to-date garb is shown in 
center of page 39. Made of macas 
ebony inlaid with pewter, its sim 
but dramatic quality is typical of 
ingenius creator, the late Joseph t 
ban. 

The Spinet Grand, the consol 
small vertical pianos have been 4 n 
successful in re-establishing a recep 
tive attitude among decorators. There 
is such a variety of types and styles 
of well-designed pianos that one ean 
be found to harmonize with any dée- 
orative scheme, large or small. 


1 


Fact and Comment 
(Continued from page 17) 





We do not know how it can” 
done, what steps must be taken” 
order to gain either Federal or Stat 
recognition of interior decoration 
a profession in the same class 
architecture, law, medicine, etc. 
we are heartily in accord with Mr 
Rothschild’s hope that one day 
decoration will be lifted from it 
present status as a business into the 
realm of the professions. 

There are some who will raise a 
question about the decorator who 
carries stock. Surely, they will say, 
this man or woman is only a mer 
chant offering his wares in the mat 







On 





ket like other merchants. Let us}| ‘ 
analyze this opinion. The averse a 
merchant dealing in home furnish-]_— 
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BEAD CHAIN) 


VENETIAN BLINDS 


10-V Sleeve and Coupling 
Cord and Chain Connector 


* Trade Mark Reg. 
U.S. Pat. Off. 


Gral Bed 


For the exclusive 


in FINE FURNITURE 


She DANBY COMPANY, INC. 
Manufacturers — Importers — Designers 
NEW YORK: 227 EAST 47th ST. 
BOSTON: 420 BOYLSTON ST. 





EFFICIENT e DECORATIVE 


- BEAD CHAIN* improves the efficiency of 


the operation and is itself a decorative feature 


. on Venetian Blinds. It is non-kinkable and 


strong, and, used with the approved tilting 
devices of important manufacturers, is “slip- 
proof” and will not stretch. 
Specify BEAD CHAIN* always for the 
control of tilting devices, when ordering 
Venetian Blinds. It is easily spliced to the 
cord, or, for an effective note, use BEAD 
CHAIN* the entire length. 
THE BEAD CHAIN MANUFACTURING CO. 
STATE STREET BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
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Leopold Colombo x Bro. 


Drporters an) Makers of “Fine “Furmbure 


ARE NOW 
LOCATED 
AT 


212 East 37th St. 
New York 


A COMPLETE STOCK OF FINE 

FRENCH, ENGLISH AND ITALIAN 

FURNITURE FRAMES ON HAND FOR 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. WRITE FOR 
CATALOG. 
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New Sample Books 


READY FOR THE TRADE 


These new books are filled with 
exclusive and heautiful decorative 
fabrics designed especially for 
Spring. The trade is invited to 
send immediately for these books, 
specifying numbers as below: 


00 653 ALL PURPOSE CRETONNES 

(] 654 BETTER GRADE CRETONNES 

CL] 656 FLOWERED CHINTZES 

CC) 662 WOVEN FABRICS for Drapery 
and Upholstery Purposes 


() 666 ALL-PURPOSE FABRICS for 
Slip Covers and Draperies 


Our Sample Dept. will supply 
sample squares of any design or 
type of fabric when requested. 
Make Erbun your source of 
supply. 


ings of any grade sells only merchan- 
dise. He will gladly take your money 
for a Louis XIV commode although 
knowing you plan to put the article 
in a room where it is utterly out of 
place. What the customer does with 
the merchandise, he considers none 
of his business. 

Now contrast this attitude with that 
of a decorator who carries stock. We 
believe you will find that in 99 cases 
out of 100 before the decorator 
makes out his sales check for the 
Louis XIV commode he will have 
found out just where the customer 
proposes to use the commode and if 
he believes the customer is makin 
a mistake he will say so frankly, an 
in most instances, suggest an appro- 
priate substitute for the commode 











even if the substitute carries for him 
a lower margin of profit. That too 
is the professional attitude—the same 
attitude that compels a lawyer em- 
ployed to draw a foolish will to do 
all in his power to make his client 
realize the absurdities of his testa- 
mentary desires. 





| ERBUN FABRICS CORP. 
a 19 EAST 21ST ST. 
NEW YORK 
Algonquin 4-1190-1-2 
“If It’s New — Look to 




















Interior Decoration— 
A Profession? 
(Continued from page 34) 
tors having primarily only their pro- 
fessional services to sell, are free 
from most of the temptations of the 
shopkeeper with merchandise to sell. 
The job of the interior decorator, a8 
of the architect or engineer, is to 
provide his client with what the 
client needs or should have. The 
qualified interior decorator knows 
the sources from which these things 
are available. There is seldom need 
to palm off anything but the thing 
desired or required. Sometimes 
economy is the important considera 
tion. Again it may be suitability to 
use and use again, pure decoration. 
The fact that in most cases the in 
terior decorator owns nothing he is 
itching to sell at a profit, but has 
the markets of the world open be- 
fore him from which to choose, 


ANY DESIGN 
ANY COLOR 
ANY SIZE 4 
ANY QUANTITY FAS 
GENERAL ORIENTAL CARPETS, INC, 2% 
| O. DONELIAN, PRES. Whey 
ae eae. NEW YORK, NY. grew 
—_ Lb eS GH Si} 
ae & 3) Bas fr) 




















Period 
Decorative 
Reproductions 
IN STOCK OR 
MADE TO ORDER 


Such as Vases, Tie Backs, Lamps, Trays, etc. 
Catalog on request 

PERIOD ART REPRODUCTIONS, Ine. 

19 West 24th St. New York City 
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SETTEE & CHAIR 


of 
TUBULAR STEEL 


A new feature in 
the Molla line... 
porchtex uphol- 
stered in six original 
Molla prints... 
white on colors... 
in Duco colors or 
our new Moss finish. 





New Catalogue 
on Request 


MOLLA, Tite. 


MANUFACTURERS 





| 126 BLEECKER ST., NEW YORK Telephones AL 4-9359-9360-9361 | 
Ni\WROUGHT IRON FOR GARDENS & INTERIORS 














PORTABLE 
MANTELS 


and accessories 


Makers of a complete line of 
Portable Mantels and Fire- 
place equipment in all the 
period styles. 

Styled and priced to meet 
every requirement. 


nad 


“OLD NEW YORK” 
1124 Pattern 
One of the 
MASTERPIECE S ae 
by “i 0. 


j BECKER, SMITH & PAGE, INC. ee ee 
A Wall Paper Manufacturers ARTCRAFT MANTEL COMPANY, Division of 
Ad Philadelphia, Pa. f ARTCRAFT RADIATOR ENCLOSURE COMPANY 


3 ie Oe ALON Ng ‘i 7 274 Madison Avenue, New York City 
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Send for Free Samples of 


MEYER 
UPHOLSTERY THREAD 


ALL SIZES ALL COLORS 


For sewing Upholstery, Shades, 
Draperies and Carpets. 


JOHN C. MEYER THREAD CO. 
LOWELL, MASS., U.S. A. 
“The Home of Better Threads” 




















F. C_ HUYCK & SONS 
KENWOOD MILLS 
ALBANY, N. Y. 


Manufacturers of 


KENWOOD 
SIEVE CLOTHS 











Progressive M oires 
Dyeing and Moireing of 


UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY 
FABRICS 


Special Moire Designs and Patterns 
PROGRESSIVE SILK FINISHING CO. 
Specialists in Moires 
614-632 Clinton St., Hoboken, N. J. 
Phone: Hoboken 3-0771-0772-0773-0774 





places him in a unique position in 
the business world. 

Time and again I have heard ‘an 
astute decorator engage his client’s 
lasting confidence, by insisting that 
this, that or the other thing the 
client owned, would do perfectly in- 
stead of something to be bought—a 
refreshing contrast always to the. 
“snooty” decorator whose attitude 
was “what is not fit for the altar of 
the gods, is fit for the dogs.” 

I must digress here, to say that: 
I would not belittle the perfectly 
legitimate, meritorious and worthy 
business of shop-keeping and having 
merchandise to sell. The retail stores 


“sustain the main burden of the dis- 


tribution of the country’s goods. On 
the whole they perform a necessary 
function in a really splendid way. I 
merely want to distinguish between 
this function and the true function 
of the decorator. 

When the decorator has goods to 
sell, he is doubling up on his fune- 
tion and risking his standing as a 
professional. This risk, however, is 
minimized by the fact that such stock 
in trade as the decorator may own 
is not usually “commercial” goods, 
of transitory value necessitating quick 
turn-over. 


No less a hazard to good profes. 
sional standing, is failure to keep 
abreast of the timés. Doctors and 
lawyers are always studying their 
medical and law journals. Things 
are forever moving forward to new 
frontiers of thought and method. In-. 
terior decoration is no exception. For 
too long a time, too many decorators © 
remained entranced by worn edges, 
imitation pegs, -glazed finishes and 
other affectations, so that they failed 
to recognize the merits of sincere con 
temporary creative work. But on the 
other hand, it is a comforting thought 
in this connection that the decorator 
more than any other force in the 
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community, saved us from the menace 
of mediocrity that threatened after 
the popular rejection of the “mod- 
erne” movement, The decorator has 
been a constant influence for good in 
raising the level of public taste. All 
this merely en passant. 

In the days not so long ago, the 
interior decorator was the butt of 
many crude jokes. Like the actor 
and artist and other devotees of 
aesthetics, he was easy meat for in- 
sensitive Philistines. That time seems 
past. The world once ridiculed the 
physician too, and lawyers once 
were looked upon as a sort of rack- 
eteer. 

Paths of glory often have inglori- 
ous beginnings. But the foot of the 
interior decorator has at last found 
the path. It remains but for the 
visionaries among them to point the 
way and for the strong ones to lead 
and encourage. Interior decoration 
should acquire the full status of an 
accredited profession. 

This end is gradually being ac- 
complished by several associations 




































of these is the A.I.D. which not only 
has strict qualifications for member- 
ship but is encouraging a higher 
standard of trading. Through their 
education committee, this institution 
is cooperating with the schools to 
establish a recognized curriculum, the 
acceptance of which would give the 
student decorator a splendid back- 
ground. Another very prominent or- 
ganization that is encouraging higher 
ethics and standards of training is 
he Decorators Club of. New York. 
heir membership qualifications are 
also very strict and are an important 
step in the right direction. 

Such standards, if accepted by the 
decorators in mass, will be of great 
Assistance in establishing their pree- 
ige in the eyes of the general public. 
he star of the decorator, as an 
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occupational group of professional 
dignity, is now in the ascendancy. 
Madam would be thought as old- 
fashioned as red flannel, if she at- 
tempted to “do” her room without 
consulting a decoratcr. But the ad- 
vantage can be quickly lost and pos- 
sibly irretrievably so. Already cer- 
tain doubtful practices are develop- 
ing. 

Large mercantile establishments 
finding the “decorator” in the vogue, 
are exploiting this prestige. So 
called decorators are being employed 
as sales clerks, where merchants have 
suddenly found their trade better in- 
formed and more than a match for 
their regular sales people. This is all 
of questionable benefit to the profes- 
sion of interior decorating if it is to 
attain secure professional recogni- 
tion. The present situation, there- 
fore, throws out a commanding chal- 
lenge to bold spirits in the ranks, to 
adventurous publications in the field 
and to every agency at hand, con- 
cerned with the welfare and the fu- 
ture of the interior decorator to get 
into action now. 


The time is propitious, the need is 
great, the cause is worthy. The call 
is for a leader. 
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